
1. Rinse the 
sample bottle 
with pool water
several times .
2. Fill the sample 
bottle at elbow 
depth about 
150mm (6 inches) 
from the side wall 
and away from 
inlets and 
skimmers.
3. Test the sample 
immediately after 
collection.

1. Fill a clean tube 
to the black line.
2. Add 5 drops of 
pH.
3.  Cap and invert 
to mix.
3. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
4. Press the 
button. .
5. Take reading.
6. Press the 
button. The 
screen displays 
“ALY”.

1. Add 5 drops of 
DPD 1A and 5 
drops of DPD 1B.
2. Cap and invert 
to mix.
3. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
4. Press the 
button.
5.Take reading.
6. Press the 
button. The 
screen displays 
“tCL”.

1. Add 5 drops of 
DPD 3 to the 
same tube.
2. Cap and Invert 
to mix.
3. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
4. Press the 
button.
5.Take reading.
6. Press the 
button 3 times (to 
skip the bromine 
test). The screen 
displays then 
“PH”

Fill sample 
bottle

Calibrate 
the ColorQ

Test free 
chlorine

Test total 
chlorine Test pH Test total 

alkalinity
Test 

hardness
Test 

cyanuric acid

1. Fill a clean tube 
to the black line.
2. Add 5 drops of 
CH 1 + CH 2.
3. Cap and invert 
to mix.
4. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
5. Take reading.
6. Press the 
button. The 
screen displays 
“CYA”.

7.2 to 7.6 100 to 150 ppmLess than free 
chlorine plus 0.24.0 to 6.0 ppm

1. Fill a clean tube 
to the black line.
2. Add 5 drops of 
ALK.
3. Cap and invert 
to mix.
3. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
4. Press the 
button. 
5. Take reading.
6. Press the 
button. The 
screen displays 
“CH”.

150 to 200 ppm

1. Fill a clean 
tube to the black 
line.
2. Add 1 CYA 
tablet and crush.
3. Invert the 
tube 3 times to 
mix.
4. Wait 2 
minutes.
5. Insert the 
tube into the 
ColorQ.
6. Take reading.
7. Hold down the 
button until 
“OFF” appears. 

Under 100 ppmTarget range ->

ColorQ full test (once per week)

1. Fill a clean tube 
to the black line.
2. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
3. Press the 
button to turn on 
the ColorQ. The 
screen displays 
“5.00”.
4. Press the 
button. The 
screen displays 
“bLA”. 
5. Press the 
button. The 
screen flashes     
“_ _ _” and then 
displays “FCL”. 



ColorQ Quick test (3 times per day) Tips
Use the attached tables to calculate 
the required chemicals.
Make frequent small adjustments to 
the water chemistry,  rather than 
infrequent large changes.
With heavy bather loads, keep the 
free chlorine closer to 6 ppm.
Do the full test on the last day of the 
week, so that shock dosing if needed 
(e.g. to remove chloramines) can be 
done before the weekend.
Never test immediately after shock 
dosing.
Hold the reagent bottles vertically 
upside down, not at an angle, to 
ensure uniform drop size.
Keep the reagent bottles tightly 
sealed.
A reading of “Lo” means that the 
value is too low for the ColorQ to 
measure.
Invert the tubes to mix, do not shake 
as this can introduce air bubbles 
which will affect the reading. 
After completing the test, rinse the 
tubes and caps with pool water. 
Once a day clean the tubes using 
the bottle brush.7.2 to 7.6 100 to 150 ppm4.0 to 6.0 ppmTarget range ->

1. Rinse the 
sample bottle 
with pool water
several times .
2. Fill the sample 
bottle at elbow 
depth about 
150mm (6 inches) 
from the side wall 
and away from 
inlets and 
skimmers.
3. Test the sample 
immediately after 
collection.

1. Add 5 drops of 
DPD 1A and 5 
drops of DPD 1B.
2. Cap and invert 
to mix.
3. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
4. Press the 
button.
5.Take reading.
6. Press the 
button. The 
screen displays 
“tCL”.

Fill sample 
bottle

Calibrate 
the ColorQ

Test free 
chlorine

1. Fill a clean tube 
to the black line.
2. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
3. Press the 
button to turn on 
the ColorQ. The 
screen displays 
“5.00”.
4. Press the 
button. The 
screen displays 
“bLA”. 
5. Press the 
button. The 
screen flashes     
“_ _ _” and then 
displays “FCL”. 

1. Fill a clean tube 
to the black line.
2. Add 5 drops of 
pH.
3.  Cap and invert 
to mix.
3. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
4. Press the 
button. .
5. Take reading.
6. Press the 
button. The 
screen displays 
“ALY”.

Test pH Test total 
alkalinity

1. Fill a clean tube 
to the black line.
2. Add 5 drops of 
ALK.
3. Cap and invert 
to mix.
3. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
4. Press the 
button. 
5. Take reading.
6. Press the 
button. The 
screen displays 
“CH”.

1. Add 5 drops of 
DPD 3 to the 
same tube.
2. Cap and Invert 
to mix.
3. Insert the tube 
into the ColorQ.
4. Press the 
button.
5.Take reading.
6. Press the 
button 3 times (to 
skip the bromine 
test). The screen 
displays then 
“PH”

Test total 
chlorine

Less than free 
chlorine plus 0.2
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